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SILATURAHIM 36/2021 

Greetings to each one. We share with you our 

news for the month of July with a special sharing 

of memories by Sr. Bonnie Kearney who was in 

Indonesia a while back.  

 

Acceptance for Final Vows 

                       Eni dos Santos 

At the beginning of this month, very happy news  

came to our District. Sr Gera, as the leader of our 

District, announced to us all that Yola, Fili and I 

were accepted for the probation of 2022. Of course 

this is a great grace from God for our District and 

especially for the three of us. We are grateful for 

God’s call and to all the sisters who support and 

pray for us; thank you to our formators Sr. Lulud 

and Sr. Murph who accompanied us when we first 

entered as Live-ins and Postulants; thanks to Sr. 

Gera as our Mistress of Novices and PTV Director 

who accompanied us in our process so far. 

We continue to ask for the prayers and 

support of all our sisters for the next steps in the 

process so that the three of us will be more 

courageous, loyal and full of responsibility as 

women of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and to love 

with an open heart as the heart of Jesus is always 

open. 

 

Welcoming the Novices 

         Eni dos Santos 

On July 14th, our community welcomed two 

novices (Melyn and Rofin) for their community 

experience. We are grateful for the presence of 

both of them with all their availability to live with 

us as sisters in this community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The love and happiness they shared with the 

community through all their activities in the past 

few weeks and for the next 3 months will increase 

the happiness in our community. May this 

community experience bring them closer to Jesus 

and all the sisters in the community. 

 

Study 

                       Rofin Woza,nscj 

I have been very grateful for the past weeks of 

living in the Sacred Heart Community with all our 

sisters. In the midst of the Pandemic, each of our 

sisters have been trying very hard to make us feel 

at home. We have origami, cooking and sewing 

classes with Sr Mariko, music class with Sr Fili,  

producing meditations for the Legion of Mary with 

Sr Eni, as well as English classes and designing 

materials for vocation promotion with Sr Henni. 
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These are beautiful gifts in the process of my 

vocation, especially my home-making skills. All 

these activities also have led me to work more with 

myself, and be aware of my own talents. I am 

grateful that I was given the time and opportunity 

to live with each sister and learn from their 

experiences. 

 

Community life and Prayer  

               Melyana S. Juita, Nscj 

“Come to me, all who are weary and heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 

and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart and your souls will find rest. For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 

 

 

Being in a lockdown city does not take our spirit 

away. We try to be creative and make our 

community life more energetic. We cannot go 

anywhere, and our garden is quite small. So, every 

morning, before our class, we as a community 

have exercises in our little garden under the bright 

shining sun. It is not only for our health but also 

for our friendship.  In the afternoon, after lunch, 

we have adoration. This prayer starts at 2pm. I get 

strength through prayer. Prayer gives me the 

chance to experience the presence of Jesus 

himself. It calms me, when I feel anxious about the 

Covid 19 pandemic or bored because I cannot do 

activities outside the house. 

This prayer is a source of strength and a 

guidance for my life’s journey. It creates a sense 

of peace in my heart that brought me closer to 

Jesus. Prayer also strengthens me to journey into 

my interior life to see how wonderful the work of 

Jesus is in me.  

These feelings of happiness have 

encouraged me in my formation. It became my 

strength in establishing relationships with my 

Sisters in a new community. I enjoy  all the 

activities in the community. I am more aware of 

the dynamics of community life. I feel different yet  

I am eager to learn and adapt to a new environment 

and the community’s life. I will continue to open 

my heart to the rest of the community. 

 

Our New Normal 

                    Henni Sidabungke 

In light of the Pandemic situation in Indonesia, the 

government has implemented emergency 

community activity restrictions (PPKM) 

throughout Java and Bali for July. The government 

targeted a decrease in additional COVID-19 cases 

during this restriction. All office activities, except 

non-essential ones, should be carried out from 

home, and all activities at shopping 

centers/malls/trade centers were limited. 

Vaccination became one of the important 

conditions for travel. Therefore, our interested 

women cannot yet travel and join our community 

because they couldn’t get vaccinated yet in their 

village. Let’s keep their vocations in our prayer. 

 It also restricted me from processing my 

visa for my Probation, yet after waiting for 

sometime, the office re-opened, and I had my 

appointment. God willing, I will receive my visa 

next week. God has been giving us so many graces 

during this pandemic, not in the way we wanted it. 

Especially after Fili and I got infected by Covid-
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19, our community underwent a radical 

transformation.  It made our hearts more global 

and I felt the suffering of many people in our 

world. We remember that efforts to control the 

spread of COVID-19 cannot rely solely on the 

government, but with the full support of the 

community. Therefore, we  as a Sacred Heart 

community who have a global heart continue to 

instill discipline in the application of health 

protocols. 

 

Natural disasters  

Sr Mariko Adachi rscj 

Indonesia has started the dry season, while Japan 

has a rainy season from mid-June to the second 

week of July. Rivers overflowed and mountains 

collapsed during this season. I lived in Susono for 

30 years where the cliffs collapsed several times. 

Large trees fell down, and school buses couldn’t 

pass. Fortunately, it was far from the house and the 

damage ended at our property. 

Is it because of global warming? On July 

3rd, Izusan collapsed in Atamy city, where many 

students of Fuji Sacred Heart students come from: 

18 people were killed, 14  people were missing, 

and 476 people were evacuated.  

On July 14th, I received an email from a 

member of a former mothers’ group. Her 

daughter’s classmates have begun an aid campaign 

for the Atami disaster victims, and they want my 

help. Immediately, I opened  the Japanese news 

and discovered that 2000 self-defense forces and 

police worked hard for this disaster for 24 hours. 

During the adoration, I cried for the connection 

with the victims, the rescuers and graduates of the 

Fuji Sacred Heart and God. I decided to donate all 

my handicrafts. I hope I can go visit my family and 

our communities in Japan safely. 

 

The Bandung Diocese Initiative 

Filomena Soares Amaral  

The Bandung Diocese are organizing a webinar  

with the theme Brother/Sisterhood Forum for 

Interreligious Dialogue. This program will be held 

for five meetings starting in July until December 

on every 4th Thursday of the month. The  program 

involves young people from the Bandung Diocese. 

They are young people who have been chosen to 

represent parishes and Catholic schools.  Our pre-

postulants, postulants, novices and PTVs are part 

of this group as well.The purpose of this program 

is to create a space where young Catholics can 

meet each other, grow in their own identity, 

understand more deeply their own faith and 

dialogue with people of other faiths with accurate 

knowledge and an open heart. The five meetings 

will take the participants from a global to a local 

understanding of religions, offering them 

approaches to dialogue and basic skills required 

for this very important adventure. The 

understanding of Pope Francis' Encyclical 

"Fratelli Tutti" on Brotherhood and Social 

Friendship, we hope will become a reality. 

The first meeting was held on July 29th 

with 75 participants present. The program’s 

committee members as well as the speakers 

explained the purpose and objectives of the 

program. Sr. Gera who is part of the organzing 

committee gave a presentation on facts and 

phenomena of religions in our world. 15 of the 75 

participants were selected to be ‘mentors’ for a 

group of five participants each. Eni and myself are 

part of the mentor group. We had made a solemn 

commitment at the inauguration of the program.  

After listening to the input, the participants were 

divided into small groups for discussion and 

sharing. The participants were happy and 

enthusiastic in this discussion. The Commission 

for Dialogue of the Diocese is starting to take 

extraordinary steps and actions to generate 

enthusiasm and insight into ways of engaging in 

Dialogue in a diverse society. As Sr. Gera said: 

“Young Catholics grasped by the love of Jesus 

have the potential to be ambassadors who carry the 

peace and light of Christ to the world.” 

 

 Welcome Home 

                      Nance O’Neil 

I arrived home after 2 months, to a newsletter 

deadline. A family reunion took me to Nantucket 

via New York and Albany. I feel I’ve been on 

several different planets.  Three families had 

houses on Nantucket and together they rented a 

fourth to accommodate most of the other families. 

My nephew, Mark, who enables the reunions 
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whisked me right from the airport to the beach 

where some had gathered.   

The clan has expanded because “the 

cousins” arrived this time with significant others.  

One with a new wife and eight or nine with 

“someone.” My last day, Nicky’s friend, Christian, 

arrived and could hardly wait to meet me. “I am 

the only one here who is a graduate of the first SH 

school in the US founded by Philippine Duchesne: 

St. Charles. And my mother went there and both 

my sisters.”  Christian pulled out his wallet and 

produced his Sacred Heart passport. Mark asked 

why he couldn’t have a passport, too.  “How do 

you get in to see Mater?” asked Christian.  Who’s 

Mater? And Christian gave Mark a lesson on 

Mater using his phone to illustrate.  That has to be 

the most unique of my Nantucket experiences.  

Mark ferrying us to a clan supper each evening in 

a 40 year old car with 10 passenger capacity has to 

earn 2nd place. 

My annual (Covid caused bi-annual) 

medical checkup was a second reason for the 

journey. All took place in a chair at Abba 

Community in Albany. First Dr. Miller’s thorough 

exam. A+.  Then next morning at 8:30 Xray and 

EKG equipment arrived and did their work.  At 

12:30 Dr. Miller called with the results: all clear. 

Surely the Homemedical Practice should be 

multiplied for old folks like me. The Abba 

community, so full of life and creativity at an 

advanced age inspired me.  

So did the 120th St community in NY. One 

example.   Prayer each night includes three distant 

members on their cell phones, each alone and 

physically distant but near in Spirit. 

 

Memories of Indonesia                                   

                                  Bonnie Kearney, rscj (USC) 

 

The first time I came to Indonesia was to replace 

Sr. Flynn for a semester when she had dengue.  I 

taught at Atma Jaya and the seminary and people 

were wonderfully welcoming.  I loved watching 

Kaeru with the boys who sat and covered match 

box, computer disk, and note paper holders in 

beautiful Indonesian cloth.  What a crew enriching 

our space.  I loved the students at the university 

and the seminary with their many cultures within 

one country.  When I returned several years later 

one of my former Atma Jaya students was now on 

the English faculty!  Several seminarians were 

now priests.  Lulud was now an rscj.   

One of my most powerful memories was 

everything about the ceremony where the human 

rights award  was given to Romo Sandy.  It was a 

time of celebration and tension.  One entered the 

place for the award through a set of prison bars 

making it clear that this was “breaking” in to 

become just.  Then our wonderful street children 

sang and in the background was a video showing 

the revolt where students rose up against 

injustice.  The video had not been seen before and 

had been secreted back into the country through Sr 

Mary Jane Ferrier.  With it playing no one would 

be able to deny the events and how they unfolded 

but playing it was dangerous. And then Romo 

Sandy was given the award even as his brother 

who had hidden some of the students and had been 

badly injured for doing so watched in the 

audience.  The whole experience made me feel 

proud of the rscj presence and its commitment to 

building a more just world 

A second memory is coming back and 

finding  Lulud’s work of building up a school for 

the little ones was fully in motion and taking on 

steam.  Again, the Society’s mission had 

expression in this place where “for the sake of a 

single child” found a new expression. 

A final memory was one day someone 

came to our door wanting to know if we were 

indeed the same sisters as were the ones in 

Taiwan?  One student of our school in Taiwan and 

her mother had come to celebrate the New Year 

with their aunt, an Indonesian of Chinese 

descent.  This was the first time as finally the 

government allowed the Chinese to have this 

holiday.  We celebrated their reunion, their new 

freedom, the internationality of the Sacred Heart 

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


